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Abstract
The diploma thesis called ‘the concept of referendums in democracy: 
a comparison of the Scottish and Catalan models’, deals with the question of referendum in 
democracy which is an instrument for countries to become independent. The referendum is 
correctly known as a constitutional referendum. This thesis also deals with the application of a 
constitutional referendum in the cases of Scotland and Catalonia.
The main purpose of this research is to analyse the conduct of the Scottish and Catalan 
referendums for independence, both of which were held in the autumn of 2014. The paper 
looks to identify the similarities and differences between these two examples. Both cases are 
based on seven variables in the research of referendums: 1) constitutional framework for 
holding a referendum of independence, 2) identification of the basic political process leading 
to a referendum, 3) organizational-administrative regulation of a referendum, 4) issues during 
the referendum campaign, 5) opinion polls for the referendum, 6) results of the referendum 
and 7) predicted consequences of the referendum.
The final purpose of this thesis is to assess how these two models reflect on the current 
constitutional practice in a democratic society.
